A CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR JACOB.

A little boy named Jacob Kearns is fighting the battle of his life. He was diagnosed last summer, at age 2 ½, with a rare form of childhood leukemia. Jacob and his family currently live in Oelwein and his grandparents are Bob and Gayle Burgin from the Dundee area. Iowa City Children's Hospital has done all they can and are recommending that Jacob be transferred to a hospital doing more specialized treatments for this type of leukemia. As of today, Jacob was sent home for two weeks (if possible) to rest up for more chemotherapy.  If they can get the leukemia in remission then he will be eligible for St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital or another facility. 

 On November 8th, Pastor Jason Cooper of Emanuel Lutheran and other church members went to Iowa City to baptize Jacob, and his two brothers, Jonathon-age 7, and Dayton-age 6.   Emanuel Lutheran church became involved with this family last summer when a relative that attends this church asked that Jacob and his family be placed on our prayer list. Jacob turns 3 on December 19th.    Pastor Cooper shared the following information   “The day after the baptism I received a phone call from Kara Kearns, Jacob's mother. Kara was filled with tears and joy over a blessing from God today. One of the recent side effects of the leukemia has been bowel problems and fluid around Jacob's heart. When the Doctors read his scans from this morning his bowel is completely healed and the fluid is gone from around his heart! With tears of great joy Kara thanked me/us for our prayers and support. Kara's voice and joy when she told me that as she drove home after the baptism and a rough day she prayed and felt God answer her prayer saying, “stop praying for a miracle and expect a miracle”.

Zion Lutheran in Oelwein, on Saturday,  December 5th, and Emanuel Lutheran Strawberry on Sunday, December 6th are planning fundraisers for this family “A Christmas Gift for Jacob”. Besides the meals, we are looking for filled baskets or gift bags for a silent auction.   Zion Lutheran is planning a Hot Pork Sandwich meal with homemade pie from 11 to 3 at the parish hall with a silent auction and a cookie walk on Saturday.   Emanuel Lutheran is planning an American Style Lasagna dinner with pie and soft-serve ice cream and a silent auction from 11:30 to 1:30 on Sunday.

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Chapters in Fayette and Clayton County have been asked to provide supplemental funding and support.  Emanuel women of the church are donating a quilt and band “17 Candle” are donating items.   Ideas for the silent auction-----“Hawkeye or Cyclone Bag”, or themed items for teenagers, smaller children, adult male or female,  car wash theme, dental theme, therapy or relaxation bags or baskets.  Please call in Oelwein,  283-4392 or 283-1675 or mail donations to Zion Lutheran Church % Jacob Kearns fund, 402 E. Charles St, Oelwein,  IA  50662  or for Strawberry Point 933-4518 (church) or 563-880-1567 (Diane) or e-mail Diane at dks5355@neitel.net.
